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«p the work incident to the last session, which has now been ac- 
complished. 

The present is the most opportune time for me to be absent, 
and the duties that call me away are as imperative as any personal 
duties can be. 

I have been in this Territory for four and a half years, twenty- 
one months of which I have had to discharge the duties of both Gov- 
ernor and Secretary of the Territory, together with the Superintend- 
ency of Indian Affairs, and during that whole time I have never left 
it except on business. 

I have therefore to regret that at this moment, when I have but 
a brief period to attend to most pressing matters, that I cannot comply 
with your request. 

I have the honor to remain, 

Yr. obt. servt., 

C. H. Mason, 

Secy. Wash. Ter. 



Futile Attempt at Extradition 

During the international dispute over the possession of the San 
Juan Islands, a number of American soldiers were landed on San Juan 
Island from Fort Bellingham. Some of these deserted, giving rise to 
the following correspondence: 

Executive Office. 
Olympia, Washington Territory, 
March 31st, 1858. 
Sir:— 

Agreeable to the provisions of the Treaty of 1842 between Her 
Majesty's Kingdom of Great Britain and the United States, it be- 
comes my duty to request that you will cause to be delivered into the 
custody of Capt. George E. Pickett, who is hereby authorized to re- 
ceive them, the following named persons to-wit: Mathew Doyle, John 
Fallen, Martin Lennard, Solomon Pinkerhoff, Thomas Wilson and 
George Francis, who stand charged with the crime of robbery in 
this Territory. 

I enclose herewith the affidavits which constitute the charge, to- 
gether with an accurate description of the persons charged; and a 
list of the property taken. I have been informed that these persons 
are on the Island of Vancouver, and within the bounds of the terri- 
tor yo'^er which your executive authority extends. 
With sentiments of high regard, I am. 

Your Excellency's obt. servt., 

(Signed) F. McMullin, 

Gov. of Washington Territory. 
To His Excellency, 
James Douglass, 

Governor of Vancouver Island. 
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Victoria, Vancouver Island, 
16th April, 1858. 
Sir:— 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the S 1st of March, 
making requisition on this Government for the rendition of certain 
refugees from justice, who are supposed to be at present resident in 
this Colony. 

I have also received the affidavits made before E. C. Fitzhugh, 
Esquire, United States Commissioner, declaring the offences with 
which the individuals in question are charged. 

A careful perusal of those documents has satisfied me that the 
offences stated in the affidavits are not within the terms of the Treaty. 
The cases provided for in that instrument are "murder," "assault with 
intent to commit murder," "arson," "robbery," "forgery," and the 
"utterance of forged paper." 

The intention in the present instance is doubtless to bring the 
offences under term robbery. Robbery is defined to be the feloni- 
ous and forcible taking from the person of another, goods or money, 
or putting him in fear. To constitute robbery therefore there must 
be a theft from the person of an individual effected through force or 
fear. The affidavit does not state any such offence, but simply the 
desertion of certain individuals and the felonious taking or stealing 
certain articles from the United States, and a canoe belonging to 
F. D. Warbass, Suttler. 

The evidence contained in the affidavit in fact merely goes to 
prove a larceny, and I am therefore of opinion that I have no authority 
in this case to order a rendition of the individuals in question. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 

Your most obt. servant, 

James Douglas, 

Governor. 
To His Excellency, 

Governor McMuUin. 



